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GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF
DELHI (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2021

=1« The Ministry of Home Affairs issued
a gazette notification stating that the
provisions of the Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Act, 2021, would be
deemed to have come into effect
from April 27.
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The Bill amends the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991.

The Act provides a framework for the functioning of the Legislative Assembly and the
government of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi.

The Bill amends certain powers and responsibilities of the Legislative Assembly and
the Lieutenant Governor.

Restriction on laws passed by the Assembly: The Bill provides that the term
“‘government” referred to in any law made by the Legislative Assembly will imply
Lieutenant Governor (LG).

Rules of Procedure of the Assembly: The Act allows the Legislative Assembly to
make Rules to regulate the procedure and conduct of business in the Assembly.

The Bill provides that such Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.

Inquiry by the Assembly into administrative decisions: The Bill prohibits the
Legislative Assembly from making any rule to enable itself or its Committees to:
consider the matters of day-to-day administration of the NCT of Delhi and conduct
any inquiry in relation to administrative decisions.

Assent to Bills:

The Act requires the LG to reserve certain Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly
for the consideration of the President.

The Bill requires the LG to also reserve those Bills for the President which
incidentally cover any of the matters outside the purview of the powers of the
Legislative Assembly.



. DRDO conducts maiden trial of Python
-5 Air to Air Missile.

g. Tejas, India's indigenous Light Combat
Aircraft, added the 5th generation
Python-5 Air-to-Air Missile (AAM) in its
air-to-air weapons capability on April
27, 2021.

. Trials were also aimed to validate
enhanced capability of already
\ integrated Derby Beyond Visual Range
o (BVR) AAM on Tejas.
. The test firing at Goa completed a series of missile trials to validate its performance
under extremely challenging scenarios.

. Derby missile achieved direct hit on a high-speed maneuvering aerial target and the
Python missiles also achieved 100% hits, thereby validating their complete
capability. The trials met all their planned objectives.

. The 85-minute documentary feature,
My Octopus Teacher, which won the
best documentary award at the
recently concluded Academy
Awards, is about the relationship that
developed between a human being

Ve a and a wild octopus.

. My Octopus Teacher is a 2020 Netflix Original documentary film directed by Pippa
Ehrlich and James Reed, which documents a year spent by filmmaker Craig Foster
forging a relationship with a wild common octopus in a South African kelp forest.

o Atthe 93rd Academy Awards, it won the award for Best Documentary Feature.
Kelp forests

. Kelp forests are under water areas with a high density of kelp, which covers a large
part of the world's coastlines.

. They are recognized as one of the most productive and dynamic ecosystems on
Earth.

. Smaller areas of anchored kelp are called kelp beds.
. Kelp forests occur worldwide throughout temperate and polar coastal oceans.

. Kelps are large brown algae seaweeds that make up the order Laminariales.



MAHARASHTRA'’S TWO-CHILD NORM FOR GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES

. A woman officer from the Maharashtra Prison
Department was dismissed from service after
an inquiry revealed that she violated the
Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration of
Small Family) rules because she suppressed
the information from the authorities that she
has three children.

The Maharashtra Civil Services (Declaration

of Small Family) Rule of 2005 defines a small

family as wife, husband and two children and
stipulates that a person is not eligible for a job
with Maharashtra Government if he or she has

more than two children after 2005.

. Maharashtra is one of the few states in the country that have a ‘two children’ policy
for appointment in government jobs or even for the elections of some local
government bodies. Other states such as Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, Gujarat, Odisha, Uttarakhand and Assam being the latest
addition to the list in 2019.

. The set of norms came into force in Maharashtra as Maharashtra Civil Services
(Declaration of Small Family) Rules on March 28, 2005.

« The rules mandate filing a small family declaration at the time of applying for a
government job.

. The definition of child under these rules does not include adopted children.

. The rules make the Small Family norm an additional essential requirement for
Groups A, B, C, D of Maharashtra government employees.

ARTICLE 217 (1)

The President of India, in exercise of the
power conferred by clause (1) of Article
217 of the Constitution of India,
appointed Smt. Justice Vimla Singh
Kapoor, Additional Judge of the
Chhattisgarh High Court, to be a Judge
of the Chhattisgarh High Court, with
effect from the date she assumes
charge of her office.




Title: Appointment and conditions of the office of a Judge of a High Court

Every Judge of a High Court shall be appointed by the President by warrant under
his hand and seal after consultation with the Chief Justice of India, the Governor of
the State, and, in the case of appointment of a Judge other than the chief Justice,
the chief Justice of the High court, and shall hold office, in the case of an additional
or acting Judge, as provided in Article 224, and in any other case, until he attains the
age of sixty two years Provided that

= aJudge may, by writing under his hand addressed to the President, resign his office

= a Judge may be removed from his office by the President in the manner provided in
clause ( 4 ) of Article 124 for the removal of a Judge of the Supreme Court;

= the office of a Judge shall be vacated by his being appointed by the President to be
a Judge of the Supreme Court or by his being transferred by the President to any
other High Court within the territory of India

NavIC

. National Telecommunications Institute
for Policy Research, Innovation and
Training (NTIPRIT), the apex training
institute of Department of
Telecommunications, Government of
India conducted a webinar on April 28,
2021 on the topic "NaviIC —
Opportunities  for the  Telecom
Industry" in collaboration with ISRO
and Telecom Industry.

NavlC (Navigation with Indian Constellation) is an autonomous regional satellite
navigation system established and maintained by ISRO.

It covers India and a region extending up to 1 ,500 km beyond Indian mainland
(primary coverage area).

It provides position accuracy better than 20 m (20) and timing accuracy better than
50 ns (20).

The actual measurements demonstrate accuracy better than 5 m and 20 ns
respectively.

NavlC based applications are being used in various civilian sectors, including,
transport, map applications, and timekeeping. Some examples for NaviC enabled
mobile phones include the Redmi Note 9 series from Xiaomi, the Realme 6 series,
the OnePlus Nord, etc.

NavIC is an indigenous positioning system that is under Indian control. There is no
risk of the service being withdrawn or denied in a given situation.



AGRICULTURE INFRASTRUCTURE FUND

e  Agriculture Infrastructure Fund has crossed
the Rs. 8000 crore mark after receiving
8,665 applications worth Rs. 8,216 crores

The largest share of the pie is contributed
by Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) (58%), agri-entrepreneurs (24%)
and individual farmers (13%).

o  The Agriculture Infrastructure Fnd is @ medium - long term debt financing facility for
investment in viable projects for post-harvest management infrastructure and
community farming assets through interest subvention and credit guarantee.

o  The duration of the scheme is from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years).

. Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial
institutions as loans with interest subvention of 3% per annum and credit guarantee
coverage under CGTMSE for loans up to Rs. 2 Crores.

. Eligible beneficiaries include farmers, FPOs, PACS, Marketing Cooperative
Societies, SHGs, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose Cooperative Societies,
Agri-entrepreneurs, Start-ups, and Central/State agency or Local Body sponsored
Public-Private Partnership Projects.

SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE INITIATIVE (SCRI)

(SCRI) to build resilient supply chains in
the Indo-Pacific region as they seek to
reduce dependence on China.

The SCRI aims to create a virtuous
cycle of enhancing supply chain
resilience with a view to eventually
attaining strong, sustainable, balanced
and inclusive growth in the region.

Expansion of the SCRI may be
considered based on consensus, if
needed, in due course.




‘LARGE AREA CERTIFICATION SCHEME

. 14,491 ha area of UT of A&N Islands
becomes the first large contiguous territory
to be conferred with organic certification
under ‘Large Area Certification’ scheme.

. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation
and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW) is
working to identify Traditional Organic
Areas to transform them into certified
organic production hubs.

. The Government of Ind|a has certlfled 14,491 ha of such area under Car Nicobar and
Nancowry group of islands in UT of A&N Islands.

. This area becomes the first large contiguous territory to be conferred with organic
certification under the ‘Large Area Certification’ (LAC) scheme of the PGS-India
(Participatory Guarantee System) certification programme.

. “Large Area Certification” (LAC) programme

. Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare under its flagship scheme of
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojna (PKVY) has launched a unique quick certification
programme “Large Area Certification” (LAC) to harness these potential areas.

. LAC is a Quick certification process that is cost-effective and farmers do not have to
wait for 2-3 years for marketing PGS organic certified products.

. Under LAC, each village in the area is considered as one cluster/group.
. Documentations are simple and maintained village-wise.

. All farmers with their farmland and livestock need to adhere to the standard
requirements and on being verified get certified en-mass without the need to go
under conversion period.

. Certification is renewed on annual basis through annual verification by a process of
peer appraisals as per the process of PGS-India.



HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (HRW)

. Human Rights Watch said that Israel
is committing the crime of “apartheid”

H U M AN N by seeking to maintain Jewish

“domination” over Palestinians and

R | G H T S its own Arab population.

e Human Rights Watch (HRW) is an
C H . international non-governmental

) | organization, headquartered in New
~ | York City, that conducts research

WAT

and advocacy on human rights.

The group pressures governments, policy makers, companies, and individual human
rights abusers to denounce abuse and respect human rights, and the group often
works on behalf of refugees, children, migrants, and political prisoners.

Human Rights Watch in 1997 shared in the Nobel Peace Prize as a founding
member of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and it played a leading
role in the 2008 treaty banning cluster munitions.

Human Rights Watch was co-founded by Robert L. Bernstein and Aryeh Neier as a
private American NGO in 1978, under the name Helsinki Watch, to monitor the
then-Soviet Union's compliance with the Helsinki Accords.

FIGURE 2 «  Among various scientific terms that the Covid-19
Relationship between RT-PCR Ct value and culture . .

positivity in mixed effects logistic regression analysis, pandemIC haS made par‘t Of the pu b“C VocabUIary,
SARS-CoV-2, England, January—May 2020 (n = 324)

% culture-positive

one is the ‘Ct value’ in RT-PCR tests for
determining whether a patient is positive for Covid
-19.

. Short for cycle threshold, Ct is a value that
emerges during RT-PCR tests, the gold standard
for detection of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus.

. According to the ICMR advisory, the Ct value of

. ; , an RT-PCR reaction is the number of cycles at

Ctualue which fluorescence of the PCR product is

detectable over and above the background signal.

The Ct value refers to the number of cycles after which the virus can be detected. If

a higher number of cycles is required, it implies that the virus went undetected when
the number of cycles was lower.

The lower the Ct value, the higher the viral load — because the virus has been
spotted after fewer cycles.

According to the ICMR, a patient is considered Covid-positive if the Ct value is below
35. In other words, if the virus is detectable after 35 cycles or earlier, then the patient
is considered positive.



STERLITE COPPER PLANT
b ) « The Supreme Court allowed Vedanta
Limited to operate its oxygen production
units at the Sterlite Copper plant in

Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu.

. The Sterlite Copper plant has been shut
for three years following public protests
and police firing that killed 13 protesters
in May 2018.

« The Supreme Court decision follows a submission by Vedanta Limited, which cited
the ongoing crisis for medical oxygen triggered by a surge in Covid-19 cases across
the country.

. Vedanta Limited, citing the medical oxygen crisis, asserted that it could produce
1,000 tonnes of oxygen if the plant was allowed to reopen.

. Sterlite Copper had been facing protests ever since its inception in 1994.

e The local community’s concerns include hazardous industrial operations that
produce toxins such as lead, arsenic and sulphur oxides, pollution of the
environment, and their impact on public health.

. Following a gas leak in March 2013, the state government ordered shutting down of
the plant, and the Supreme Court fined Sterlite Rs 100 crore for flouting
environmental norms the following month, but the plant was in operation in June
again. It was shut down again following the violent protests and police firing in May

2018.
INFLIXIMAB « People who take a commonly-prescribed drug for
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) should not
;,;2:": > assume they are protected after a first dose of
\.\ ’f,/" ’ Covid-19 vaccine, say the authors of a large-scale
A 1 study that found many had poor antibody
W
\&\ responses.
N\ ..qde ;
‘\\\ neg‘::; M « The research measured antibody responses after
:g,««:;. == vaccination with the Pfizer-BioNTech or the
N ,,,N;;nw"’“w \*‘“;f Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine in 865
\ e §:—:" people treated with infliximab, an anti-tumour

necrosis factor (anti-TNF) biologic drug, pre-

scribed to around two million people worldwide.

. One of the brand names under which infliximab is marketed is Remicade, which has
got regulatory clearance in India.

e Anti-TNF drugs are effective treatments for immune-mediated inflammatory
diseases, but by suppressing the immune system, they can reduce vaccine
effectiveness and increase risk of serious infection, the researchers have suggested.



PYRASOL

«  The foundation stone of the Integrated
Solar Dryer and Pyrolysis pilot was
laid by Dr. K J Sreeram, Director,
CSIR- Central Leather Research
Institute (CLRI), Chennai.

. The pilot is part of the Indo-German
project ‘Pyrasol’ launched to transform
urban organic waste into biochar and
energy in smart cities. It was awarded
to CSIR-CLRI by the Indo-German
Science & Technology Centre.

«  The project will ultimately lead to technology development for the joint processing of
Fibrous Organic Waste (FOW) and Sewage Sludge (SS) of Indian smart cities into
hygienic and highly valuable biochar associated with energy recovery, carbon
sequestration and environmental improvement.

. Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) was established by the
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Govt. of India & Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF), Govt. of Germany to facilitate Indo-German R&D
networking with emphasis on industry participation, applied research and technology
development.

. IGSTC through its flagship program ‘2+2 Projects’, catalyses innovation centric R&D
projects by synergising the strength of research and academic institutions and
public/private industries from India and Germany.

Poland to phase out coal production by 2049

Poland's government and unions signed a
deal with the coal mining industry to phase
out coal production by 2049, agreeing to
shut all coal mines by the target date.

In a statement, the State Assets Ministry
hailed the deal as "historic".

The plan will now move to the European
Commission for approval, and the final
signing is expected in May.




Why are oxygen concentrators in demand & how do they
differ from oxygen cylinders?

An oxygen concentrator is a medical
device that concentrates oxygen from
ambient air.

They are the easiest alternatives to
cylinders but can only supply 5-10 litres
of oxygen per minute and are best
suited for moderately ill patients.

Concentrators are portable, need no
special temperature and only require a
power source. They're more expensive
but are largely a one-time investment.






