


THEM LEW MAWLONG AREA
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e A Meghalaya Cablnet deC|S|on to relocate the Dalit Sikh
residents of Shillong’'s Them lew Mawlong area, also called
Punjabi Lane, is facing opposition.

e Sikh groups have called it “illegal” and “unjust”, with Punjab
Deputy Chief Minister Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa saying
he would take the issue up with Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

e At the heart of it is a simmering issue between the Sikh
residents and the local Khasi community, centred on a
decades-old land dispute.




Who are the Punjabi Sikhs of Shillong?

e They were first brought to Shillong by the British as manual
scavengers and sweepers more than a hundred years ago.
Today, the community of about 300-odd families lives in
Them lew Mawlong, located next to Shillong’'s commercial
hub, lewduh or Bara Bazaar.

e The Mazhabis were brought first, with a British military
contingent, to work as sweepers. They were followed by
the Ramgarhias (carpenters, blacksmiths and masons), and
then the Soniars or goldsmiths, who came after 1947.

e Mazhabi Sikhs, the largest of the groups, were recruited by
the Shillong Municipal Board (SMB), and many lived in Bara
Bazaar.
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TALABIRA COAL MIN_ES
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NLC India Limited, a Navratna Company under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Coal is operating
Talabira 11&Ill coal mines (20 MT annual capacity) in Odisha
State.
Talabira 1l1&Ill OCP has commenced production from the
financial year 2020-21 and supplying coal to its End Use
plant, NTPL, Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu.
Further to meet the requirement of country s coal supply,
the excess coal quantity after fulfilling the requirement of
end use plant, selling the coal to open market through E-
auction with due permission from the Coal Ministry.
The Ministry of Coal has taken all efforts to augment coal
supplies to the power sector and decided to divert and
augment the supplies to power sector from captive coal
blocks. The Ministry offered coal supply from Talabira l1&lII

mines to NTPC for their Power plant.



e In this connection, both the companies worked together to
commence the supply of coal from Talabira 11&lll OCP to
NTPC (Darlipali & Lara Power Plants).

e With timely support and necessary coal delivery permits
from the Department of Mines, Govt. of Odisha, the coal
delivery to the Darlipali Power station has been
commenced.
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Telangana develops India’s first
smartphone-based eVoting solution
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e Telangana has developed India’s first smartphone-based
eVoting solution considering the Covid-19 pandemic. The
system will undergo a dry run in the form of a dummy
election being conducted in Khammam district with the
registration on the application open from October 8-18 and
the dummy voting on October 20.

e The eVoting solution has been developed by Telangana State
Election Commission (TSEC) with the implementation
support of the Emerging Technologies Wing of the IT
Department of the State and the Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (CDAC).



Varanasi to become first Indian city to
use ropeway services for public
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e Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh will become the first city in India
to use ropeway services in public transportation. Overall,
Varanasi will be the third city in the world after Bolivia and
Mexico City to use ropeway in public transportation. The
total cost of the ropeway project is Rs 424 crore. The total
distance of 4.2 km will be covered in just 15 minutes.

 The project will be executed on a public-private partnership
model. The cost of the project will be divided between the
Centre and the state government at 80:20. Four stations of
the ropeway services pilot phase will be at the height of
above 11 meters.



